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744, tions, many of whom were lords of governments in the Carna- 

“\~" tic; among thefe was Mortiz-ally, The young Seid Mahomed was 

taught to conceal the emotions he naturally felt at feeing the mur- 

derer of his father named in the lift of his friends as a gueft invited 

with his approbation. Such are the manners of a court in Indoftan. 

It was thought that Mortiz-ally would not venture his perfon out af 

the forts of Velore, during the firft days of a new adminiftration; but, 

in contradi€tion to this notion, he came to Arcot, and prefented 

him({elf before the young prince, as one of the gueits at the wedding; 

and was treated with diftinétion and refpect by the regent Nabob 
An'war-odean Khan, who was likewife invited to the wedding. 

‘On the day appointed for the folemnization of the marriage, 
twelve Pitans, with the captain of the band, prefented themfelves 
before the young prince, and demanded their arrears with a more 
determined {pirit of infolence than they had hitherto fhewn in any 
of their former applications. It is reckoned the higheft indignity 
that-can be offered to a‘foldier, to order him to tefine. by an expref- 
Gon of contempt ; and if any violence is employed to remove him, 
he generally refents it in the inftdnt with blood-fhed. Thefe con- 
fiderations were not fufficiént to reftrain the zeal of Seid Mahomed's 
attendants from refenting the infult which was offered to their 
prince; and finding that expoftulations did not prevail, they feized 
on the Pitans, and turned them out of the palace by force, The 
Pitans faffered themféives to be removed with much Ig refiftafice 
than it was expedted they wuld have made againft a treatment fo 
repugnant to the ideas’ which thefe haughty feldiers entertain of 
theirown itnportance. “Lhe fame day they advanced again into the 
prefence of Seid. Mahomed, and apologized for: their’ diftefpectful 
behaviour: their fubmiffions fupprefied all fafpicions of ‘their conduct 
during the ‘remaining part of the day. 


Ais, were affenibled, and 23 {oon as-the young prince was in- 
; spprosching, he’arofe from his feat, 









ed pafh into the veltibule of the hell, intending to pay his guardian 
‘the compliment, of rectiving him at the bottom of the fteps, which: 
fed 
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hed ade their fubmiflion pied morning, appeared te foremnoft of 
the spectators in the court below;,and diftinguithed themfelves. by the 
affectation of great reverence in their manner of faluting Seid Maho- 
med Khan, as : fon, as he. appeared in the veftibule. After thefe 
compliments, their captain, with the appearance of a man fenfible 
that he had offended his lord, and intended to fubmit himfelf at his 
feet, afcended the fteps, and was permitted to approach within ‘the 
reach of his perfon; when the affaffin drew a dagger, and at the 
firft blow ftabbed him to the heart. 

A. thoufand {words and poignards were drawn in an inftant: the 
murderer was cut to pieces on the very {pot ; and ten of his accom- 
plices fuffered the fame fate from the fury of the multitude below. 
During this fcene of bloodfhed, An'wat-odean Khan arrived, and 
endeavoured to calm the general trepidation, by giving fuch orders 
as were neceflary for the difcovery of the confpirators; for the mul- 
titude had already perfuaded themfelves that the Pitans had ‘gen 
employed by fome fuperior power. 

All who beheld the young prince deprived of life by this affaffina- 
tion, were inftantly ftruck with the remembrance of the murder of 
his father committed in Velore ; murmurs from many had already de- 
clared the fufpicions that were entertained of Mortiz-ally, when it 
was reported, that, during the general confufion, he had*gained the 
gates of| the fort, where a large body of | cqvalyand other treops; which 
compofed his retinue, were waiting for’him ; and that, furrounded by 
thefe guards, he was already on his way to Velore, . The precipi- 
tation of this flight, which appearedas much theconfequence of previ- 
ous difpofitions as the effect of fudden feat, left no doubt that he was 
the author of the aflaffination. Nothing, was now heard but curfes- 
and imprecations on his head, for the murder of the i inhovent and 
much-loved Seid Mahomed Khan, and for the murder‘efthe father 
of this unfortunate prince, The people faw themfelve obliged 
to’ confine their indignation, to thefe expreflions of it; :| fr the 
fixgngth of Mortiz-ally’s efcort required a larger bady. of seis 
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1744. to be fent in purfuit of it, than could be affembled within the time 
eceflary to overtake him, Velore being no more than twelve miles 
diftant from Arcot. 

‘The multitude now received orders from An’ war-odean to retire 
to their homes ; and, as men ftruck with difmay at a common cala- 
mity, affembled in fecret companies, to communicate their thoughts 
on the murder of which they had been {peétators. 

An’war-odean, either a€uated by the fame fpirit of indignation as 
the people, or affeéting the appearance of it, not only removed the 
Pitans in his fervice from their employments, but alfo gave orders 
that all of that nation fhould immediately quit the city; and, as a 
Ttronger proof of his refentment, caufed their houfes to be razed to 
the ground, a mark of infamy rarely practifed, excepting the perfons, 
whom it is intended to ftigmatize, have deferved capital punifhment. 
But thefe expreffions of indignation did not exempt him from im- 
putations. Many perfons of rank and power in thg province afferted 
that they had difcovered fecrets, which convinced them that the 
gMefination was the refult of a confederacy between him and 
Mortiz-ally. 

They faid, that the refpe& oa attachment which were fhewn by 
all ranks of people to Seid Mahomed, joined to the great influence 
which his relations bore in the Carnatic, by pofleffing the beft forts 
and governments in the province, had filled the mind of An’war- 
dean Khan with apprehenfions of confpiracies and revolts which 
might. at one time or other remove him, in order to place Seid Ma- 
homed, in the fovereignty: that, a€tuated by thefe fufpicions,. he 
segarded the deftru@iion of Seid. Mahomed as ‘heceffary te his own 
fecurity, and was only, with-held from executing it by the dread-of 

Nizam-.al-muluch’s refentment ; which faggelted to him the {cheme 
-of prastifing on Mortiz-ally, by fach infinuations and ‘offers, as might 

" undertake the deftruction of Seid Mahomed; but in 

» that, if « dfcovery. fhould be made, the murder might 

ed to Mortiz-ally #jones ‘who being perfuaded of the pro- 

lity of 2 revolution in favour of Seid Mahomed, and dreading 
the oes of this prince ‘for the murder of his father, hired the 
affaffins. 
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affaffins, having previouflyaffured himfelf of proteétion from An'war- 3744 
odean Khan, and even of rewards’by an encreafe of the Domain of “~~ 


Velore. : 

“The fécrets of the princes of Indoftan are very difficult to be dit 
covered. In affairs of confequence nothing, except in the moft equi- 
vocal terms, is ever given by them in writing; and whenever the mat- 
ter is of great importance or iniquity, it is trufted to a meflenger, 2 
man of low rank and great cunning, who bears a letter of recommen: - 
dation, teftifying that he is to be trufted in all he fays. So indefinite 
a commiffion referves to the lord who gives it, the refource of dif- 
avowing the tranfaction of his agent; and this he never fails to do, 
whenever the iniquity is difcovered. Hence the public in Indoftan, 
deprived of authentic evidence, are left to judge of the aétions of 
their rulers either from probable conjectures, or from the general 
idea of their chara&ters. The conftitution and defeéts of the go- 
vernment have fendered poifons and affaffinations, in the prattice of 
the great, the common method of removing thofe who ftand in 
oppofition to the ambition of others; infomuch that a hiftory offone 
century in Indoftan, would furnith more examples of this nature than 
can be found in the hiftory of one half of the kingdomsof Europefince 
the time of Charlemagne. From the frequency of thefe enormous 
practices, even the deaths which happen in the common courfe of 
nature, are imputed to thofe who receive immediate advantage:from 
them. Such were the principles on which the people of the Car- 
natic judged and condemned An’war-odean Khan for the murder of 
Seid Mahomed ; although no pofitive proofs were brought of his 
having been acceflory to it, The moft probable argument againtt 
‘him was founded on the early appearance of Mortiz-ally at Artot™ 
an’ the days of a new adminiftration. This was thought incom- 
patible with the warinefs of his charaéter, without fuppofing a con- 
me§tien which affured him of proteétion from An'wasendean. 

An'war-odean ftrongly denied all conneétions with Mortiz-ally, and 
zhallenged any proof to be brought that either he himfelf, orpany of 
*his dependents, had ever had any correfpondence with the Pitans 
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who committed the murder’; which he’ attributed folely to Mortiz- 


“™ Ally, alledging as a proof, that the Pitans had often been’at Velore, 


FFAS. 


and were known to have received many marks of favour from’ him. 
On the other hand Mortiz-ally retorted the accufation, but brought 
no teftimonies to fiupport his affertion : It was fuppofed that the only 
proofs which he could have brought againft An’war-odean, would at 
the fame time have condemned himfelf. 

Although Au’war-odean was not able to exculpate himfelf in the 
opinion of his fubjeéts, he found means to convince his fuperior, Ni- 
zam-al-muluck, that he was entirely innocent of the blood of Seid 
Mahomed. Nizam-al-muluck, who never did any thing by halves, 
thought it ueceffary to give him fupport, in proportion as he became 
‘odious to the Carnatic, and feut him a full and regular commiffion 
for the Nabobfhip of Arcot foon afic: the death of Scid Mahomed. 
The province, irritated by their averfion to a lord, whofe fovereignty 
deftroyed their hopes of being ruled by one of the family they fo 
mych loved, complained loudly of the avarice and parfimony of his 
government, and contrafted it, much to his difadvantage, with that 
of their former Nabobs. 

War was now declared between Great Britain and France, in con- 
fequence of which a {quadron of Englith meh of war appeared in the 
Indian feas. Tt confifted of two 60 gun fhips, one of 50, and a frigate 
of zo guns: thefe fhips did not come immediately to the Englith 
fettlemente in Indoftan, but paffing beyond them, cruifed in two divi- 
fions in the ftraits of Sunda and Malacca. They took in thefe ftations 
three French fhips returning from China to Eurqpe, and one return- 
ing from Manilha to Pondicherry ; the cargoes of which produced 

180,000/, fterling. “They alfo took a French thip at Atchin, which 
was converted into an Englith man of war of 40 guns, and called the 
Medway’s Prize. . After rendezvoufing at Batavia, the fquadron 
united a don’ the coaff of‘Coromandel in the month of July 

1745, at which time the garrifon of Pondicherry. confifted of no 
“more?than 436 Europeans, its fortifications: were ‘not completed,’ 
and'no'French {quadron had hitherto appeared in India 
The 
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The appearance.of the Engl tguadron; and the report of the 1745. 
reinforcements hich they-expadied from England, alarmied'Mr.Du- “~~ 
plix ‘for ‘the fafety of Pondicherry. He prevailed on the Nabob 
An'wat-odean to-infift with the government of Madrafs, that the 
Englith thips of war fhould pot commit any hoftilities by land againft 
the French pofleffions in the territories of Arcot; but the Nabob at 
the fame time-affured the Englifh, that he would oblige the French 
to obferve the fame law of neutrality, if their force fhould hereafter 
become fuperior to that of the Englifh. The government of Ma- 
drafs' remonftrated, that they were always ready to obey his com- 
mands as far as their power extended ; but that Mr. Barnet, the com- 
mander of the Englith fquadron, was the immediate officer of the 
-King'of Great Britain, by whofe orders and commiffion he aéted, 
independent of the Eaft India company’s agents at.Madrafs. The 
Nabob replied, that all officers of the Englith natién who came to 
the coaft of Coromandel were equally obliged to refpect his goverti~ 
ment in the Carnatic; and that if Mr. Barnet, with his fquadron, 
fhould venture to act contrary to the orders he had now given, the 
town of Madrafs fhould atone for their difobedience. 

Thefe threats made fo much impreffion upon the government of 
Madrafs, that they requefted and prevailed on Commodore Barnet to 
confine his operations to the fea. He therefore fent one of the 50 gun 
thips to cruife in the road of Balafore, at the entrance of the river 
Ganges, where fhe took two or three French thips returning from 
different parts of India to the French fettlements in Bengal. The 
reft of the {quadron left the coaft of Coromandel to avoid the ap- 
proaching ftormy feafon, and went to Mergui, a port fituated on the 
coaft which lies oppofite to that of Coromandel in the Gulph of 
Bengal. 

Tn the beginning of the year 1746 the {quadron returned tothe 1746. 
coaft.of Coromandel, and were reinforced by two 50 gun fhips, and 
a frigate of 20 guns, from England : but at this time the 60 gun 
fhip, in ‘which Mr. Barnet hoifted his flag, was found unfit for ation, 
and, together with the 20 gun fhip which came firft into India, was 
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1746. There was now certain intelligence that a French {quadron wae 

wv preparing to come on the coaft of Coromandel, when that of the 
Englith was deprived of one ‘of its principal advantages, by ‘lofing 
Commodore Barnet, who died at Fort St. David's in April, His 
death, happening at a time when the Englith affairs in India wera 
threatened with danger, was generally regretted as a public Jo, and 
indeed he was a man of great abilities in fea affairs. 

Early in the morning of the 25th ef June, the Englith fquadron 
craifing to the fouthward of Fort St. David, near Negapatnam, de- 
feried that of the Freoch arriving on the coaft of Coromandel, It 
confifted of nine fhips, which were commended by Mr. De la Bour- 
donnais, who had equipped them at the ifle of Mauritius, and after- 
wards, when {Cattered by a hurricane, had refitted them in the ifland 
of Madagafcar, overcoming the greateft difficulties with fach inde- 
fatigable perféverance and aétivity, as intitles him to a reputation 
equal to that of the ableft marine officer his country has produced, 
Of thefe fhips one mounted 26 guns, two 28, one go, three 34, one 
36, and that on board.of which Mr. De Ja Bourdonnais hoifted his 
flag mounted 70 guns, of which 69 were 18 pounders, There were 
but 44 other guns of this fize in the whole fquadron, the reft being 
12nd 8 pounders, All but the 70 gun thip were bored to mount 
more guns than the number with which Mr, De Ja Bourdonnais had 
been able to equip them ; and five of them for 50 guns. On board 
of the fhips were. 3300 men, of which 700 were either Caffres or 
Lafcars: 3 or. 400 of the whole. number were rendered unfit for fer- 
wice by ficknefs. 

The Buglith fquadron confifted of one 60 guh thip, three of 5% 
vane of 40, and one frigate of 20 guns, which was itoo {mall 'to be 
brought into the aétion. The number of men did not amount to.one 
hhalfof that,in the French {quadron ; -but.the Englith had greatly the 
advantage in the weight of their cannon, by which the fortune of 
engagements at fea is at prefent generally decided ;,aud they like- 
wile failed better than the French, ani avere worked with much 
greater fkill, 

Mr, De la Bourdonnais, knowing the advantages.and difadvantages 
ofthis force, had determined to decide the Impending engagement by 


boarding 
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boarding the Englith thips, if it were poffible to bring his own.into 1746. 
the fituations necefflary to accomplith this defign. Mr. Peyton, who “~~ 
commanded the Englith {quadron, perceiving this intention, de- 
termined to engage with his fquadron nearer ta the wind than that 
of the enemy, fince in this fituation their efforts to board would 
be eafily avoided ; and a great part of the day was employed in pre~ 
ferving this advantage. It was not until 4 in the afternoon that 
the fight began: it was maintained at fuch a diftance that the fire 
of the fmall arms from the French thips, notwithftanding the great 
mumbers and expertnefs of their mufketeers, did very little execu- 
tion ; but, on the other hand, the cannon of the Englith, from the 
fame caufe, did much lefs than might have been expeéted from 
them in aclofer engagement. The fight finifhed with the entrance 
of the night; about 35 men were killed in the Englith fquadron, 

and the greateft part of thefe on ‘board the Medway’s Prize: We 
are not exaétly informed of the lofs fuftained by the French; but 
it was believed that the killed and wounded together did not amount 
to lefs than 300. One of their thips, which mounted 30 guns, was 
in lefs than half an hour difmafted, and fo much fhattered, that im- 
mediately after the ation, Mr. De la Bourdonnais ordered her to 
proceed to Bengal to be refitted in the Ganges. 

The next morning Mr. Peyton called a council of war, when, on 2 
review*of the condition of the fquadran, it was not thought prudent, 
efpecially as the 60 gun fhip was extreamly leaky, to venture a fecond 
engagement, before the damages it had fuftained were repaired: In 
confequence of this refolution, the fhips made fail for the harbour of 
Trincanomalee in the ifland of Ceylon, and in the evening loft fight 
of the French {quadron, which had lain to the whole day, as if chat- 
Jenging the Englifh, who were to windward, to bear down and re- 
.new the fight. This appearance of refolution in Mr. De la Bour- 
dorinais was no more than a feint, pra&ifed to deter the Englith from 
oing what he moft dreaded ; for moft of ‘his fhips had expended the 
gfeateft part of their ammunition, and feveral of them had not 
wittudls | ‘onboard for twenty-four hours. 

*$n'the night of the enfuing day the French {quadron, now conGiting 
of ‘eight thips, arrived in the road of Pondicherry ; where Mr. Du- 
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4746. pleix commanded, for the. French. Eaft India company, all the: 

C— eftablifhments of his nation in’ India, the iflands of Mauritius and 
Bourbon excepted. Thefe-were under the government of Mr. De 
Ja Bourdonnais, to whom all the operations of the-fquadron were in- 
trufted, independent of the controul of Mr. Dupleix. 

The reputation and riches which it was probable Mr. De la Bour- 
donnais would gain in the command of his armament, created jealoufly 
in the mind of.Mr.-Dupleix. Diffenfions arofe between the two 
commanders: but the zeal of Mc. De la Bourdonnais did not fuffer 
the interefts of his nation to be facrificed to them. Judging that the 
force which he commanded could not be employed by land with any 
probability of fuccefs, until the Englith {quadron fhould be either 
ruined or forced to quit the coaft of Coromandel; he determined to 
go in queft of them us foon as lis own thips were refitted and pro- 
sided with 30 or 40 pieces more of heavy cannon than they mounted 
on leaving the ifland of Mauritius. 

On the: 24th of July the French fquadron failed frond Pondicherry, 
working to the fouthward againft the fouthern monfoon, and on 
the 6th of Auguft difcovered the Englith, which had been refitted 
at Trincanomalee. The Englifh perceiving the addition of cannon 
with which the enemy had been fupplied at Pondicherry, avoided an 
‘engagement. The two fquadrons were three days in fight of each 
other, after which, according to Mr, De la Bourdonnais’s aecount, 
the Englith thips, availing themfelves of the advantage of failing bet- 
ter than the French, difappeared. 

Mr. De la Bourdonnais returned with his fhips to Pondicherry, 
imagining that the Englith fqaadron would refhain on the coaft of 
Lor omiandel, at leaft with the hope of deterring him from attempt- 
ing any operations againft the Englith fettlements, . But encouraged 
by their thyne& at the laft-mecting, the now-determined to lay fiege 
to. Madrafs. 

» The Englith, mformed of the preparations which were making 
at Pondicherry “to attack them, called on the Nabob to fulfil 
his, promife of .reftraining’ the. French from committing hoftilities 
awhinf them by land. |But they omitted to employ the moft cna 


Book I, History or rae CARNnatic. 65 


means of obtaining his protedtion, by neglecting to accompany their 1746. 
application far his affiftance with a prefent of money. This ill- -—-— 
judged parfimony left the Nabob fo lukewarm int their interefts, that 
valthough he did not give Mr. Dupleix a pofitive permiffion, hé re- 
frained from making any preparations, or even fram ufing menaces 

to prevent the I'rench from attacking Madrafs. 

This fettlement had been about roo years the principal eftablifh- 
ment of the Lnglith nation on the coaft of Coromandel. It was 
in a territory granted by the Great Mogul to the Eaft India com- 
pany, which extended about five miles along the fea fhore, and about 
one mile in land. - The town confifted of three divifions ; that to the 
fouth extended about 400 yards in length from north to fouth, and 
about roo yards in breadth: none but the Englifh, or other Euro- 
peans under their proteétion, refided in this divifion, which con; 
tained about 50 good houfes, an Englifh and a Roman Catholic 
church, together with the refidence of the factory, and other build, 
ings belonging to the company: it was furrounded with a flendey 
wall, defended with four baftions and as many batteries, but thefe 
were very flight and defective in*their conftruétion, nor Had they 
any outworks to defend them: this quarter has long been known 
in Europe by the name of Fort St. George, and was in India called 
for diftinétion the White Town. On the north of this, and con- 
tiguouss was another divifion, much larger and worfe fortified, in 
which were many very good habitations belonging to the~Arntenian 
and to the richeft of the Indian merckants, who refided in the com- 
pany’s territory: this quarter was called the Black Town. Beyond 
this divifion, and te the north of it, was a fuburb, where the’ Indian, 
natives of all ranks had their habitations promifcuoufly. Befides 
thefe three divifions, which compofed the town of Madrafs, there 
were two large and populous villages about a mile to the fouthward 
of it, within the company’s territory, and thefe were likewife inha- 
bited by Indian natives. 

.The trade from England tothe coaft of Coromandel, together 
with that which is carried on by merchants of various nations from 
one part of India to another, had raifed Madrafs to a degree of opu- 
lence and reputation. which rendered it inferior to none of the Eii- 
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2746. ropean eftablifhments in India, excepting Goa and Batavia... There 

“y—~ were 250,000 inhabitants in the company’s territory, of which the 
greateft part were natives of India of various cafts and religions : 
amongft thefe were three or four thoufand of thofe Indian chriftians 
who call themnfelves Portuguefe, and pretend to be defcended from 
that nation. The Englith in the colony did not excced the number 
of 300 men: and 200 of thefe were the foldiers of the garrifon ; but 
none of them excepting two or three of their officers, had ever feen 
any other fervice than that of the parade: the reft of the Englifh 
inhabitants, folely employed in the occupations of commerce, were 
Rill more unfit for military fervices. At the fame time the defence 
of the place depended on this {mall number of Englith fubjeéts; for 
it was known that the reft of the inhabitants, regarding themfelves 
as neutrals, would take flight on the firft approach of danger. 

On the 18th of Augult the French fquadron appeared and can- 
honaded the town; but without doing any damage. They attempted 
to take a’thip belonging to the Englith company out of the road’; 
but flie moved into fhoal-water, fo near the batteries of the fort, 
that thf French did not venture to attack her with arm'd boats; 
and it was evident, from the unfkilfulnefs of their operations during 
this cruife, that Mr. De Ja Bourdonnais did not command them iu 
perfo: he wasat this time in Pondicherry, confined-to his bed by 
dicknefs. 

The prote@tion of the Englith fettlements on the coaft of Coro- 
mandel was the principal objeét for which the {quadron had been fent 
into India; and their appearance before Madrafs was at this time. 
thought fo neoeflary to its defence, that the ithabitants were in 
hourly expettation of {ceing them, although: they had received no in- 
telligence of them fince they were laft: feen, {tx weeks before, by Mr. 
De la Bourdonnais, ‘Fhe gonfternetion of the town was therefore 
little lefs than dofpair, when it was-reported that they-had appeared: 
on the 23d of Auguft 30’miles to the narthward of Madrafs, in fight 
‘of the Dutch fettlement-of Palliacatte, from whence they had again 
‘ pit-out to fea, anddifappeared, They proceeded to Bengal ; for the 
40 gun thip was fo loaky, that-it-was feared the fhock of firing dher. 

own, 
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own cannon would fink her, ifidhe thould be brought into an engage. 1746, 
ent. 
On the 3d of September the French {quadron anchored tour leagues 
to the fouth of Madrafs, having on board the troops, artillery and 
“ftores intended for the fiege. Here a part of the troops was landed, 
and marching along the coaft advanced the next day within cannon 
fhot of the town, where the reft of the foldiers were landed. The 
whole confifted of 1100 Europeans, 4oo Caffres, and 400 Indian 
natives difciplined in the Kuropean manner. There remained on 
board of the fquadron 1800 European mariners. 

Mr. De la Bowrdonnais dire€ted his attack againft the White 
Town, in which the Englith refided : the northern fide of this di- 
vifion could not be attacked by cannon, as the houfes of the next 
divifion almoft touched the wall, which feparated them from. each 
other: the eaftern fide could only be battered from the fea; but the 
fouth and weft lay open to the plain. On the 7th of September the 
French began te bombard the town, from a battery of nine mortars, 
which they ereéted to the weftward, under the thelter of a large 
houfe, within 500 yards of the walls, In the evening three of their 
largeft fhips drew as near as the depth of water would permit, and 
cannonaded the town. In the night Mr. De la Bourdonnais was 
flung into great perplexity, by intelligence that fome large fhips were ° 
feen to the fouthward of Pandicherry; which indeed was contra- 
diéted in the morning: but the firft report caufed fo mueh alarm in 
the French camp, that they were preparing to refhip their heayy 
cannon, 

On the 8th of September the French had finifhed a battery of 
five mortars to the fouth, and bombarded the town without inter- 
miffion until the next morning, when two Englith deputies went: to 
their camp, to treat with Mr, De la Bourdonnais, who, infifted that 
the town fhould be delivered up to him on his own terms: and 
threatned, in cafe of refufal, to make a general affault. This re- 
folution arofe from his apprehenfion of the return of the Englith 
Squadron, As foon as the deputips returned, the bombardment 
aecommenced, and continued until the evening, when it was ful 
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pended for two hours, during the conference of another deputy fent 


Ie from the town; after which it continued during the reft of the 


night. 

‘The next morning, the roth of September, the deputies returned 
to the French camp, and, after fome altercations, contented to the ar- 
‘icles of capitulation, which had been diétated to them in the firft con- 
trence. It was agreed that the Englith fhould furrender them- 
-elves prifoners of war: that the town fhould be immediately de- 

livered up; but that it fhould be afterwards ranfomed. Mr. De la 
Bourdonnais gave his promife that he would fettle the ranfom on 
éafy and moderate terms. 

The capitulation was figned in the afternoon, when Mr. de Ja 
Bourdonnais, at the head of a large body of troops, marched to the 
gates, where hg received the keys fium the governor. The French 
colours were immediatcly difplayed ; and, at the fame time, the Eng- 
lifk thip belonging to the Eaft India company, which lay in the road, 
was taken poffeffion of without refiftance by the boats of the French 
fquadron. ‘There was not a nvan killed in the French camp during 
the fiege ; four or five Englifhmen were killed in the town by the ex- 
plofion of the bombs, which likewife deftroyed two or three houfes, 
From this period it is ufeful to contemplate the progrefs made by the 
Englith in Indoftan, both in the fcience and spirit of war. 

The Englifh inhabitants were permitted to refide without mo- 
leftatioN i their houfes; but the magazines and ware-houfes he- 
longing to the Eaft India company were taken poffeflion of by the 
French commiffaries. ‘ 

.On the day in which Madrafs was furrendered, a meffenger from 
the Nabob An’war-odean Khan, difpatched for more expedition on @ 
camel, arrived at Pondicherry, and delivered to Mr. Dupleix a letter, 
in which the Nabob exprefled great furprize at the prefumption of 
the French in attacking Madrats without his permiffion, and threat- 
miéd to fend his army therefif-ehe fiegewas not immediately raifed. 
Mr: Duleix fent diredtiotis t kis: agent at Arcot to pacify the Nabob, 
by promifing that the towh; if takel, fhould be given up to him’; 

and 


Book I Hrsrory or THE CARNATIC. 69 


and hy reprefenting, that the Englifh would certainly be willing to 1746 
pay him a large fum of money fer the reftitution of fo valuable a “~~ 
pofleffion. By this tranfaction, Mr. Dupleix firft difcovered that 
he thought the right of difpofing of Macrafs, was invefted in him- 
felf as governor g general of the French eftablifhments in India. 

But Mr. De la Bourdonnais, relying on his own commiffion, did 
not admit of this authority in the governor of Pondicherry, and, 
conformable to his promite, progeailed to treat with the Englith for 
the ranfom of the town. Mr. Dupleix and the council of Pondi- 
cherry protefted againft the treaty, as a meafure highly detrimental 
to the interefts of their nation, which, they faid, would be facrificed 
to private advantages, if Madrafs was npt razed to the ground. Dif- 
putes enfuedawhich, fortunately for the Englith affairs, prevented 
many evils, Which in all probability would have befallen them, if 
the councils of the enemy had not been divided by thefe contentions. 
For on the 27th of September three fhips of war, one of 72, the 
others of 40 guns, with 1360 men on board, arrived at Pondicherry, 
and with this reinforcement, the French force was fufficient to have 
conquered the reft of the Englith fettlements in Indoftan. Such 
indeed was the deftination and intention of De la Bourdonnais; and 
he would have immediately began to carry this plan of hoftilities 
into execution, ‘if all his operations had not been contraditted’ by Mi. 
Dupleix, and the council of Pondicherry. 

However, the effeéts of Madrafs, which Mr. De la Bouidonnais 
intended to carry away in his fhips, were put on board by the 1ft of 
O@tober, and twovof them had failed to Pondicherry. Mr. Dupleix’ 
‘was not as yet reconciled to the treaty of ranfom, and Mr. Dela 
Bourdonnais was determined not to leave Madrafs before the gover- 
nor and council of Pondicherry had given their approbation: at the. 
fame time his experience’ in the tiavigation’ of India fully apprized 
hin of ‘the danger to whicli his fhips were expofed, by remaining oh 
the coaft of Coromandel ‘at this critical feafon of the year. 

In India the year is divided into two feafons. From, the month of 

“Oktober td ‘March the. wihds Bldw from the north, and’ duridg the 
yet OF tHe ear’ from ig fouthent points ¥F tho compas: there fea- 
"fons 
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946. fens are by mariners called monfoons: the change fram one to the 
Kev other is generally preceded by an interval of about twenty days, in 
which calms, or light and uncertain winds prevail: the fetting in 
of the northern mondoon generally falls out {ome time in the month 
of Oétober, as that of the fouthern in the month of April. On the 
coaft of Coromandel the northern monfoon fometimes begins awvith 
a violent tempett or hurricane ; and if the monfoon fets in with mo- 
deration, it is often produétive of tempeftuous weather at different 
interyals, until the middle of December, and fometimes later; fo that 
it,is held dangerous for any veffels to remain on the coaft after the 
25th of:O@ober, or to return to it before the 2oth of December. 
* “On the 2d of O@ober the weather was remarkably fine and mo- 
derate all day. About midnight a furious ftorin arofe, and continued 
with the greateft viulence until the noon of.the next day. Six of the 
French fhips were in the road when the florm began, and not one of 
,them was to be fecn at day-break. One put befofe the wind, and 
was driven fo, much.to the fouthward, that fhe was not able to gain 
the coaft again: the 7o gun fhip loft all her mafts: three others of 
the Squadron: were ikewits difmafted, and had fo much water in the 
‘hold, that the people on board expeéted every minute-to perith, not- 
withflanding they had thrown over-board all the cannon of the 
Jower tier: the other thip, during the few moments.of a whirlwind 
which happened in the moft furious part of the ftorm, was covered 
by the waves, .and foundered in an inftant, and only fix of the crew 
efcaped alive. Twenty other veffels belonging to diffcrent nations, 
were either driven on fhore, or perifhed at fea. , 

The other two thips, laden with part of the effeéts of Madrafs, 
together with the three lately aruved from Europe, were at anchor 
jp the road of Pondicherry,, where they felt no effeét of the ftorm 
which was raging at Madrafs: It is obferved, that the violence of 
thefe hurricanes is generally confined to 60 or 80 miles in breadth, 
although jn their prngiefi they generally blow quite acrof the Bay 

Bengal. 

# Phe articles of the treaty of ranfom had heen adjulted the day 
Before the Storm happened. as. was agreed that. the French fhould 

evacuate 
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evacuate the town by the 4th of Oétober; and by one of the ar- 
ticles, the artillery and warliké ftores remaining in the town, were 
to be equally divided. between the French and Englith. 
Mr.-Dupleix had reprefented to Mr. De la Bourdonnais, that he 
would not interfere in any tranfactions with the Englith after his 
departure, unlefs the French remained in poffeffion of Madrafs for 
fo much time as might be neceflary to adjuft all difcuffions arifing 
from the treaty. Mr, De la Bourdonnais therefore reprefented to 
the Englith, the neceflity to which he was reduced, by the obftinacy 
of Mr, Dupleix, of protraéting for three months, the term in which 
he had agreed to put them in poffeffion of the town: the Englith, 
apprehentive that if they refuted to admit of this alteration, they 
fhould be left to the mercy of Mr. Dupleix without a treaty, acquicteed 
in this propofal; and the treaty was fignedon the roth of Oétober. 
All the merchandizes>and a part-of the military -{tores, belonging 
to the Eaft India,company, together with all the naval ftores found in 
the town, had been laden on board of the French fhips: thefe arti- 
cles, according to the computation made by the French, amounted 
io 130,000 pounds fterling; ang the gold and filver of which they 
took poffeffion to the value of 31,000 pounds fterling ; the half of 
the artillery.and military ftores was eftimated at 24,000 pounds fter- 
ling: all the other effects and'merchandizes were relinquifhed to the 
proprietors of them. It was.agreed that the French thould evacuate 
the town before the end of the enfuing- January, after which the 
Englifh were to remain in poffeffion of it, without. befng ‘attacked 
by them again during the war. Upon thefe conditions the gov 
nor and council ‘of Madrafs agreed to pay the'fum of 1,100,000" 


pagodas, or 440,000 pounds fterling, Of this fum 240,000 pounds" 


were to be paid at Pondicherry, by fix equal payments, before the 
month of October in the year 1749: and for the remaining 200,000 
pounds, bills were. drawn on the Eaft India company in London, 
payable a few months after they fhould be prefented. The Englith 

gave hoftages for the performance of this treaty. 
* On the 12th of Oftober, Mr. De la Bourddnnais invefted one of 
‘thé Council of Pondicherry, appointed by Mr. Dupleix; with the go- 
vernment 
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ty46. vernment of Madrafs, and went on board of his own fhip, which had 
tv been refitted with jury mafts, He anchored in the road of Pondi- 


cherry. on the 15th, and failed from thence the 20th with feven thips, 
intending to proceed to Achin; but forefecing that a part of them 
would probably be unable to reach that port, he formed the fquadron 
into two divilions ; one coufifted of the three thips which arrived laft 
from Europe, together with another that had efcaped the ftorm: 
thefe were all in good condition ; and were therefore ordered to make 
their way to Achin, without waiting for the other divifion, which 
confifted of Mr. De la Bourdonnais’ 70 gun hip, one that had been 
difmatted, and a merchant-fhip which had likewife fuffered in the 
ftorm. The four found fhips very foon failed out of fight of their 
comrades: and Mr. De la Bourdonnais, finding that the fhattered 
condition of the other tice rendered. thew incapable of gaining their 
deftined port again{t a violent and contrary wind, made fail for the 
ifland of Mauritius, where-they arrived in the beginning of December 
without any accident, He foon after left Mauriius. which, from a 
foreft, he had rendered a-lousifhing colony, and the arfenal of all the 
French military expeditions in India. Every body knows the treat- 
gent che feccived on his arrival in France. The friends of Mr. Du- 
pleix had influence enough at the court to get him confined to the 
baftile, where he remained a prifoner almoft three years: upon an 
examination of his condud, his juftification, proved by original pa- 
pers which -baye been made public, procured him his liberty. Had 
he, furvived:the fubfequent ill fucceffes of his nation at fea, his abili- 
ee would probably have raifed him to the higheft commands in the 
wy of France, His knowledge in mechanics rertdered him capable 
of building a Ship from: the-keel : his fkill in navigation, of conduét- 
ing ber to any,-part.of ‘the, globe:: and his courage, of defending her 
sgaintt, any, equal, farce. - ‘Inthe conduét of an expedition, he fuper- 
Jntended all the. detajls af,the Service, without being perplexed either 
avith the wariety .or nupber,iof them. His plans were fimple, his 
prders precife, and beth the deft adapted. to the fervice.in which he 
seugaged,,; His.applicatign was inceflant; and difficulties ferved 
Ra eucreafe bis activity, which always gave the example of zeal 


he nded. 
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The ftorm ruined the French marine force in India, and preferved 1746, 
the Englith eftablifhments from imminent danger: but the events “"™ 
which enfued on the Coaft of Coromandel, feem to have been the 
confequence of that augmentation of troops, which Pondicherry ac- 
quired after the Irench f{quadron was reduced to the incapacity of 
attempting any farther expeditions. Mr. De 1a Bourdonnais left be- 
hind him 1200 diftiplined men; 450 more were landed out of the 
three (hips which came laft into India, and 8 or 990 failors were 
taken out of the fhips that remained on the coaft, and dilciplined as 
foldiers. By which additions the forces of Pondicherry amounted 
to 3000 Europeans. ' 

The Nahob An'war-odcan, very foon after the French had taken 
Madraf3, begun to fifpect, or had difcovered, that the promife of Mr. 
Dupleix to put him in poffeflion of the town, was a fraud employed 
to divert him from giving the Englith any afliftance during the fiege. 
He determincdsto revenge this affront by laying fiege to Madrafs ; 
which he made no doubt of taking from the French, with as much 
eafe as they had taken it from the Englifh: for meafuring the mili- 
tary abilities of the Europeans, by the great refpeét and humility 
with which they had hitherto carried themfelves in all their tranf- 
aétions with the Mogul government; he imagined that this fubmif- 
fion in their behaviour proceeded from a contcioufnets of the fupe~ 
rior military prowef$ of the Moors. 

Some of his troops arrived in the neighbourhood of Madrafs be- 
fore Mr. De la Bourdonnais’s departure, and {oon after, his eldeft 
fon, Maphuze Khgn with the reft, The whole army zmounted to 
10,000 men, and invefted the town: two deputies were immediately - 
fent to treat with him, and thefe he kept priforners. The Frerfeh 
governor hail received orders from Mr, Dupleix to refrain as long as 
poffible from committing any hoftilitiesagainft Maphuze Khan, who 
imputed this inaétion to fear: and Ifiving received information of 
the difpofitions which Mr. De la Bourdonnais liad made for the at- 
tack of the place, he endeavoured to imitate them ; great heaps of 
faggots and earth were brought to the fpot where the French had 


ereéted one of their batteries of mortars againft the town: here the 
L Moors 
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Moors intended to form a battery of their cannon, which were fo 
old, as not to be fired without rifk to thofe who managed them. 

A fhallow river rau along the weftern-fide oF Madras : : its outlet 
to the fa was about 700 yards to the fouth of the White own ; 
hut this was generally ftopped by a inound, formed of the fands, 
which were continually throwa up by the fur§ This obftruction 
confining the waters of the river, rendered it of as much defence as 
a wet ditch to that part of the tewn by which it pafled. The Na- 
bob's army intended to efcalade the Black Town, of which the walls 
were low, and the baftions of very little ftrength; this had been the 
projet of Mr. De la Bourdonnais. To facilitate their approach to 
the walls in a general affault, they employed a great umber of men 
to cut through the mound of find; a practice which they were in- 
formed the Eng)ith always made wf of, whenever they thought it 
neceflary to drain the river. At the fame time a large body of 
troops took pofleffion of a {pring lying about three miles to the north 
of the town, which was the only fource from which the inhabitants 
were fupplied with good water. Thefe mceafures fhewed a degree 
of intelligence very uncommon im the military operations of the 
Moors. The French finding the waters of the river decreafe, and 
their communication with the {pring interrupted, commenced hofti- 
lities, and fired from the baftions of the Black and White Town, 
upon the Moors, wherever they appeared; who immediately re- 
treated, from the mound, and the reft of their ftations, which were 
expofed to this fire ; but ftill kept poffeffion of the ground near the 
(pring, which was out of the reach of cannon-fhot from the town. 

The next day, being the 22d of Oétober, a ‘body of 400 men, 
with two field pieces, marched out of the town, and attacked that 
quarter of the Nabob’s army, which was encamped to the north- 
weft, between the town and the fpring. Their cavalry mounted 
on she firfl alarm, and unitmg their fquadrons, advanced with the 
appearance of refolution. Having never experienced the effect of 
field pieces, ‘they had no conception that it was poflible to fire, 
with execution, the fame piece of cannon five or fix times in a 
minute; for in the aukward management of their own clumfy 
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artillery, they think they do well if they fire once in a quarter of an 
hour. The French detachment concealed their two field pieces be- 
hind their linc, until the enemy's cavalry approached near cnough to 
fecl the full cffeét of them; when the line opening to the right and 
left, the field pieces began to fire: two or three of the cnemy’s 
horfes were killed by the firft difcharge, which threw the whole 
body into confufion : however they kept their ground fome time, as 
if waiting for an intermiflion of the fire; but, finding that it con- 
tinued with vivacity, they took to flight with great precipitation. 
The French plundered their tents and baggage without interruption, 
and took two pieces of cannon, fo little fit for fervice, that they 
flung them into a well. Tey did not lofe a man in the attack, 
and killed about feventy of the Moors, 

Maphuze Khan, immediately after this defeat, colleéted all his 
troops inte one camp, about two miles to the weftward of the town: 
but upon hearing that the French expected a reinforcement from 
Pondicherry, he quitted this camp the next day, and took poffeffion 
of St. Thomé, atown fituated about four miles to the fouth of 
Madrais, 3 

This place, once in the poffeffion of the Portuguefe, and during 
the time of their profperity in India famous for the fplendor and 
riches of its inliabitants, has long fince been reduced to.a town of 
little note or refort, although it Mtill gives title to a Portugucfe bifhop. 
The town had no defence, excepting here and there the remains of 
a ruincd wall: a river ran into the fea from the weft, about a quar- 
ter of a mile to thy fovthof the town. Maphaze Khan took pofle 
fion of the ftrand between the river and the towa with his whole 
army, 2d planted his artillery along the bank of the river. 2 

On the 24th of October the French detachment arrived, by break 
of day, at the bank of the river oj pofite to St. Thomé, and found 
the Nabol’s troops, horfe and foot, dtawn up ort the other fide, to 
oppofe their paflage. It had been concerted, that a party of 400 
men fhould march from MadrafS, and attack the Moors on the north- 
ern fide of the town, at the fame time that the detachment from 
Pondicherry attacked them on the fouth: but the troops from Ma- 
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India compatty was herein potfetfion of a ess ir ew 
that of Madrafs : : ithad-been purchafed, about’a hundred years 
from the Indian ince eof the country ; and their title to it was 


fituated 
fmall, but better fortified than any of its fize i in. * 
ved as.a citadel to the.company’s territory. About a 
fouth of it was fituated the town of Cuddalore, in which 
: indian merchants, and many of the natives dependent 
‘company 1 - This town extended 1200 yards from north 
and | 900 from cal to welt: three of its fides were defended 
flanked with baftions;. that | 
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gth of , ame night the Englith 20 gun thip ret 
,and t intelligence to Fort St. David, that the hi 
irge thips and two fmaller veffels to the fouth, Th 2 
ere the French fquadron which had failed from Mauritius in the 
Jatter = of ae The _Englith fquadron, lately reinforced by ” 
three fies from ngland, was now compoted of three thips 0 , 
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where many of the men were likewife, in the hofpital. “ 
_ During the fouthern monfoon the wind blows conftantly “ 
the. fouth-weft in all parts of the Bay of Bengal, except at the | 
diftance of to or 15 leagues from the land ; and here it gene! 
changes i in 24 hours, blowing a part of this time from th fea 
fouth-eaft, and during | the reft from the land at fouth-w. ‘ oe 
w d generally rifes al idnight, and fts till no 
‘confined t ys it cc 


s withou 
more than f2 hours, and is ieiciiy’ P 
calm. _ During the fouthern monfoon 





‘as foon 
on gets 













others employed a month in getting only 160 miles to the fouthward. 
On the roth of June at an hour and a half after noon the French - 
fhips were difcerned in the fouth-eaft. The fea-wind was fet in, and 
they were failing direétly before it toward Fort St. David. The 
pofition of the Englith fquadron, at anchor near the land to leeward, 
‘rendered it impoffible for them to get nearer the enemy during the 
-fea-wind; for liad they weighed anchor immediately, the neareft 
rfe they could have made would have béen to the north-eaft out 
+ fea, and this would very foon have carried them to leeward of 
/ ws Pondicherry. Mr. Griffin therefore determined not to weigh an- 
chor till night,“when the land-wind fhould fet in : in the interval the 
men on fhore were ordered to join their fhips. At four in the after- 
| the French fquadron, being within three leagues of the road, 
their courfe, and plied to the fouth-weft. This operation 
ide the Englith believe that they kept to windward with intention 
gain Pondicherry at all events. About midnight the Englifh put 
fea with the land-wind, endeavouring to keep in the latitude of 
St. David; and in the morning they fhortened fail, in expec- 
every minute of feeing the enemy again to the fouth 3 but 
the evening they fell to leeward of Pondicherry, when Mr. 
ing his expectations deceived, made {ail to Madrafs, where 
next evening, and found no French fhips in the road. 
dron was con , Bouvet, governor 
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“for the fervice of Pondicherry. Haying thus effetted the defign of me 
‘his voyage, he put out to fea on his return to Mauritius before the “¥~ 
Englith {quadron appeared in fight of Madrafs, me. 

Mr. Dupleix perceiving that the Englith fquadron, had failed to 
Madrafs, from whence they could not return to Fort St. David in 
fome days, determined to avail himfelf of their abfence, and make 
another attack upon Cuddalore. Eight hundred Europeans, with 
1900 Sepoys, marched from Pondicherry, and making a circuit in- 
land, arrived on the 17th of June in the morning within three miles 
of Cuddalore, at the hills of Bandapolam. Here they halted during 
the day, and intended at night to attack Cuddalore by furprize. 

Major Lawrence receiving intelligence of this defign, ordered the 
garrifon to march and the cannon to be removed to Fort St. David, 
intending by this operation to make the French believe that he did 
not think the place tenable. As foon as night came on, the garrifon, 
augmented to tht number of 400 Europeans, together with the 
cannon, were fent back to Cuddalore, with the precautions neceflary 
to prevent the enemy from receiving intelligence of their return. 
The ftratagem facceeded. '; 

At midnight the French advanced with fealing ladders, which 
they no fooner began to apply to the walls than they received the fire 
of all the mufketry from the ramparts, together with that of four 
or five pieces of cannon loaded with grape-fhot. This: unexpected | 
refiftance {truck the whole body, officers, as well as foldiers, with a - 
panic. Moft of the men flung away their arms without firing a 
thot: but the precipitation of their flight prevented the Englith fire 
from doing much.execution amongtt them ; nor did their fears quit 
them when arrived at the place of their encampment; for expedt- 
ing to be followed, they marched on without halting until epee ft a 
to the bounds of Pondicherry. 7 a 

It. was now fome time that Mr, Dupleix had, with great adiivity, et 

_ been employed in making difpofitions to refift an armament bound =~ 

! to the Katt Andies ‘under the command of | haope = Bofcawen, of J 
F tio the French at-Pondicherry, as Vell as the Enghth 
vid, he This armament con-" iy rr 

ga aoa of 60,.kwo of 59, oe -- 

















Eaft India anit $ were likewife em| (0 tha 
: military ftores, and the regular troops, which ‘amounted to 1400 
> men, This fleet left‘England in November, ; ahd the greateft part 
‘arrived .at the Cape of Good Hope the latter end of March, but five 
‘thips not until the “isth of April. “They were joined ‘at the Cape 
by iiieteos nett to the Datel “Ratt In pany, on board 
“The 'trdops’ having been landed to re- 
Whee me sibdeke” wenmerehe 3 26th of April, when it was 
fail ; but ‘contrary winds and weather detained the fleet 
i the of May, when they léft the Cape, “bound to the ifland 
t 1s, which Mr. Bofcawen was ordered to attack in his way 
e Coalt OF Coromandel. 
ortuguefe in their firft navigations to India, difcovered ‘nee 
to'the eaftward of Madagafcar, betiveen the 19th and 
The moft weftern of thefe, from the name 
perfon who ‘difeovered it, they called’ Maftarenhas ; but the 
; when they took polleffion of it in 1675, gave it the name of 
‘bon, which ‘now prevails.» The-eaftern Ifland the Portuguefe- 
Med Diego Reys which name it retains to this day 5.and that be- 
-1 Bourbon’ and Diego Reys they called:Cerne, probably from a 
fition that it was the Cerne of the ancients... The Dutch, when 
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WEG lat ehakever viewiit iotcchecaliiies ieaee retraite a 
furface rifing out of the fea. The French took pofleffion of it in the ; 
year 1665, and finding the foil rich, cultivated it with , 

it now produces wheat, and mott of the garden vegetables 
aswell as thofe of India, with many fruits peculiar to both « 
the mango, China orange, and peach, grow in great plenty 
great perfection. But the principal object of their agriculture, @ 
what has rendered the ifland of importance in their commerce, is the 
cultivation of the coffee-tree, of which they brought the plants from 4 
Beit-ul Fakih in Arabia; and thefe have thriven fo well, that the 
ifland now produces 2000 tons of coffee every year. . Thecultivation 
‘of this tree, as well as moft other fervices of toil, are performed. : 
Caffre flaves brought from Africa and-Madagafcar. The ‘French pe 
have a et of horfes, which, though fmall, are efteemed for their 


fufficient Fepaanaties to fupply the wants of the inhabitants, although . 
not in fuch plenty as to furnifh pfovifion for their fhipping ; but this — 
negleét feems to have arifen from the facility and cheapnefs where- 
with thefe and other provifions may be procured from the weftern fide 
of Madagafcar, where they have fettlements... Several ies from 
France eftablithed themfelves here foon after the French took pofled 
fion of it, and from them are defcended the prefent inhabitants, who- 
_ are now multiplied to the number of 4000, of which 1000 are 
capable of bearing arms: thefe have not degenerated from thei 
ceftors, but on the contrary are a racé fo remarkable for ftature a 
proportion, as well as for health and ftrength, that they equal, 
exceed in thefe qualities, the moft athletic of the Europea: 
are the only colony of Europeans eftablifhed within the { 
hav preferved. thefe advantages. 
0 onveniencies arifing from the want of a port at 





Nala tigre ets and i ipa aia 

from the northern coaft. All the reft of the ifland is full of 

gh and ftecp mountains, laying fo near to one another that the in- 

~ tervals between them, inftcad of vallies, form only beds of torrents ; 
"and thefe are choaked with vaft fragments of {tone torn from the 
rock above. The fummits,of thefe mountains are -covered with 
* forefts of ebony and other large ‘trees, and the ground under the 
thade-of the trees produces herbage, fhrubs, and plants of various 
forts, from the common grafs to the ftrongeft thorn, in fuch pro- 
fafion that they form a thicket fo clofely interwoven, that a ftep 
fy ‘cannot be made, but with the hatchet in hand. ~ Many plantations 
have been raifed with fuccefs on thefe mountains, and fome improve- 
‘ments made on the plain to the north-eait ; but the produétions, alths” 
moftly of the fame kind, are in lefs quantity, and in lef$ perfection 
than at Bourbon: it produces no coffee ; but, by the induftry of M. 
De Ja Bourdonnais, fugar, indigo, and.cotton, whicli are not at Bour- 
‘bon, were’ cultivated here with fuccefs; and although thefe plan- 
‘tations have been much negleéted fince his departure, they may at 
‘any time be recovered. They are ‘at this time: endeavouring to culti- 
‘vate the genuine cinnamon, from plants procured at‘Ceylon ; but 
efe, if they do not perith, will in all probability, from the difference 
and climate, greatly degenerate. Iron mines have been dif- 
din the mountains, near the plain to the north-eaft; and, the 
c insdupplying great quantities of fuel, forges have been ereéted ; 
it the iron produced is brittle, and is made into cannon-balls and 
“reer Beeves, theep, and goats, are preferved with 









ibe pare. 
) 3 which, with fith and turtle, furnith a great part of the food of 
6 Set emane ‘Thanoum. by marri- 





































falsee, when it: interrupted by hard gales and Nat a the 
north. The facility with which this wind enables fhips to enter the 
fouth-eaft port, induced the French, when they firft took poffeffion of 
the ifland, to give the preference to this harbour ; but on finding that 
the fame wind often rendered the paffage out fo difficult thata fhipwas 
fometimes obliged to wait a fortnight before the could put to fea, they 
left it, and have ever fince made ufe of the other harbour. This lies. 
nearly in the middle of the north fide of the ifland ; and its entrance is 
through a channel formed by two fhoals, which advance about a mile 
into the fea. When a fhip arrives oppofite tothis channel, the fouth- 
eaft wind hinders her from entering the port under fail; and the muit 
either warp in with cables, or be towed in by boats: the neceflity of 
this operation, joined to the narrownefs of the channel, which does 
not afford paffage for two thips a-breaft, is one of the greateft difficul- 
ties an enemy would meet with in attacking the harbour ; for 
there are two forts, and as many batteries, which command the chan= _ 
nel, yet thefe might eafily be reduced, if thips of force could approach — 
them under fail. This port is capable of containing 100 fail, and. is 
provided with all the neceffaries for repairing and even for building 
of thips. The entrance of the fouth-eaft port is defended by batteries: 
and an army landed here would meet with great difficulties'in paffing — ~ 
‘over the mountains to the other parts of the ifland. There arefe~ 
veral places, between the north-eaft extremity and the north port, 
where boats may land; but thefe acceffes are defended by batteri¢s,, 
‘and the country behind them is a continued thicket : the reft of the 
‘coaft is inacceffible ; and the French, relying on the ‘difficulties. of 
‘approaching ‘the thore, had made no fortifications in any part-of the 
‘ifland ‘to ‘obftruét the progrefs of an enemy when landed. “ Ne 
The greateft extent of Diego Reys is 27'miles: itis fall of'rocks, 
‘which harbour great numbers of land-tortoifes of avery large fize, 
which are efteemed excellent food: here the French'keepa detach~ 
; men, who are employed in catching thefe animals ‘for the 
“dh choys erred tie BRS, mda’ 









\ mith-calts trade-wind thips 
{ Gach them from the eaft. The pallage fro 
Mauritius is performed: in two days, and froma Mau: 
nin one 3 but it requires near a month to go from Bourbon either 
to Mauritius or Diego Reys: from April to O&ober the voyage from 
Mauritius, to the coaft of Coromandel is eafily performed in a month, 
Thefé iflands being out of the track of common intelligence, a large 
armament, fent in detail from France, may rendezvous in the port 
of Mauritius, and from thence arrive in India before any intelligence 
eived: there either of its ftrength or deftination ; hence it is evi- 
t if we have any regard to our fettlements in India, the re- 
of this place ought to be one of the firft objeéts of our atten- 
iin the beginning of a war with France. The poffeffion’ of 
Mauritius would. probably be followed by the voluntary fubmiflion of 
Bourbon, or wotld:certainly render it of no ufe to'the French for the 
purpofes of war. 
"The fleet was thirty-five days in its paflage from the Cape of Good 
. Mauritius, and came in fight of the éaftern coaft on the 23d 
day-break. Three of the Dutch thips were mifling, having 
from the reft in bad weather. As foon as the thips came 
he north-eatt point of the ifland, they proceeded along the north- 
in a line of battle a-head, the men of war leading, and 
poerapeny ¢thipesplowing them ; and before night they had ad- 
d within two leagues of the port, and came to anchor in a 
ber ring between the mouths of two finall rivers. They 
difcovered only two places along the fhore where the | 
feemed to indicate a poflibility of making a 

























upon by eight different batteries planted along the fhore, as well as 
from the forts at the entrance of the harbour, where a large thip of 
two tiers lay at anchor; with her ‘broadfide acrofs it ; and that there 
were twelve other thip8 at anchor-‘within the harbour, four of which 
were of force, and equipped for fervice. “As foon as it was dark the 
barges of the fix line of battle fhips were fent to found, and on their 
return reported that a reef of rocks ran all along about 20 -yards 
from the fhore, which rendered it impoffible for boats to land, except 
at the entrance of the rivers over-againft which the fleet was at 
anchor, or at the harbour itfelf: here they had difcovered, that the 
chapnel leading into it was not more than roo fathom wide, and 
that this entrance would be fubjeét to the greateft difficulties by the 
oppofition of the fouth-eaft wind. Upon receiving this intelligence, 
the admiral called a council of war, compofed of the principal land 
and fea officers, and, it was refolved, that, as they were ignorant of 
the ftrength of the enemy, three armed boats fhould be fent to en= 
deavour to land in the night, and take by furprize a man from the 
fhore, from whom intelligence might probably be obtained : this was 
attempted, but in vain. The next morning, the 25th of June, the 
council of war affembled again, and were of opinion, that although 
their force was fafficient to reduce the ifland, yet the attack, and the 
maintenance of it when taken, would not onlyretard, but might proba- — 
bly difable the armament from undertaking the fiege of Pondicherry, 


which Mr. Bofcawen was inftruéted to confider as the prin¢ipal ob- ~ 
je& of his deftination : it was therefore refolved to proceed to the | 
coaft of Coromandel without delay, that the {quadron might arrive 
there in time to a& before the change of the monfoon in Oétober.. + 


The ifland would certainly have been reduced, if the conqueft of ~ 
it had been the principal objeét of the armament ; for the whole of 
: force confifted only of 500 regular troops, 200’ European 
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{ ‘ gether in the Eaft Indies ; for it confifted of more than 30 thips, none 





{ire of the enemy's thips and batteries. But it has been SP tot 
™ that the fouth-caft wind generally blows with Jeaft ftrength about 
 fun-rife ; and it alfo happens, on four or five days at intervals in the 
‘courfe of a month, that early in the morning this wind ceafes in the 
northern part of the ifland for an hour or two, when a breeze rifes, 
although faintly, from the north-weft: during which a thip fta- 
tioned at the entrance of the channel, to avail herfelf of this breeze, 
nee énter the harbour and ply her cannon under fail. 
_ The flect left the ifland the 27th of June, when the Diitch thips, 
; joined by one of their comrades which had. parted company 
during the paffage, quitted the Englifh, and failed away for Batavia; 
and. Mr. Bofcawen ftcered for the -coaft of Coromandel, by the 
neareft paflage, between the iflands and thoals that lie to the north 
‘of Mauritius ; he arrived on the 29th of July at Fort St. David, 
ewhere he found the fquadron under Admiral Griffin, who tefigned 
the command to him, and a few days after proceeded with a fixty- 
gun fhip and two frigates to Trinconomaly, from whence in the 
eat January he fet fail with them to England. 
‘The junétion of the two {quadrons formed the greateft marine force 
"belonging to.any one European nation that had ever been. feen to- 


which were of Jef than 509. tons burden, and 1 3 of nee men of 


































‘ pe sp aie by dhe coonpany, who as a, better. 1 
‘than-common Peons. The Nabob An’war-odean, ftill 
changing fides, as he found the French or Englith affairs gaining the 
advantage, promifed to fenda body of 2000 horfe, but only goo,came, ~ 
and they towards the end of the fiege. The heavy cannon and the 
cumbrous ftores were laden on board the thips, which proceeded before 
the army, and anchored two miles to the fouth of Pondicherry. - 
The company’s agents at-Fort St. David had gained very little in= / 
telligence neceffary to direct Mr. Bofcawen in his operations; for 
when the army approaching near the bounds of Pondicherry, came in 
fight of the fort of Ariancopang, there was no perfon who could givea 
defcription of the place: however, it was determined that it fhould be 
taken before the army proceeded any farther. An engineer of the 
* company’s troops was ordered to reconnoitre it, but was afraid to go 
near enough to make certain obfervations : he however reported that 
the fort itfelf was of little ftrength, but that it was covered by an en-' 
trenchment. A deferter likewife reported that it was garrifoned only 
by 100 Sepoys: on which Mr. Bofcawen determined to ftorm the 
place. Accordingly a detachment of 700 men marched at day-break 
againft the eaft fide of the fort to attack what they fuppofed the en- 
trenchment, which ona nearer approach they difcovered to be a heap 
of ruins; they likewife perceived that the fort itfelf was a\ triangle 
regularly fortified with three cayaliers, a deep dry ditch full of pit. 
talls, anda covered way. Thefe works were fufficient ta proteét 
the place froma fudden onfet, even had it been only garrifoned asthe — 
deferter had reported ; inftead of which it was defended by 100 Eu. 
topeans and 300 Sepoys, under the command of Captain Law, an 
ative officer. ‘The Englith troops were immediately affailed from* 
the walls with mufketry and grape-fhot ; and ‘although they had 
brought no fealing-ladders, the fear of fhame kept them ia reach of 
the enemy's fire, until 150 were either ‘killed or wounded, Major — 
D the moft experienced officer ‘of = king’s hi. ae 
in this attack, 
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8. Janded from Den. The French, knowing the sonaneit gain- 
i ing time at this (ecafon of the year, prudently determined to defend 
iy the fort as long as poffible. On the oppofite fide of the river which 


» _* “runs to the north, and clofe by the fort of Ariancopang, they éreéted 
r a battery of heavy cannon to obftruct and enfilade the approaches to 
» the fort. The Englith engineers ereéted a battery in the plain on 


the fouth’fide of the river, to oppofe and filence that of the enemy ; 
but fuch was their negle¢t in reconnoitring, or their want of {kill in 
their art, that when at day-break they opened the battery, moft of 
the guns were found to be intercepted from the fight of the enemy’s 
sby athick wood. The artillery officers now offered their fervice to 
‘ere& another, which they compleated with fufficient {kill before the 
next morning: and for greater fecurity, threw up before it an en- 
trenchment, in which a large detachment, confifting of foldiers and 
r failors, was pofted. At day-break the battery began to play on that 
|| %@f the enemy, and the fire was continued for fome time on both fides, 
Ez with little execution done on either. Befides the troops within the 
|. fort, a body of 60 European cavalry encamped without the walls. 
|; ‘This cavalry, fupported by infatitry, advanced to the entrenchment 
_ ~ where the failors were pofted, who ftruck with confternation at their 
her appearance, took flight, and communicated their panic to the regular 
-_. tfoops.. The French cavalry purfued them to the battery, by the fire 
, of which they were, however, foon repulfed. Major Lawrence com- 
manded this day in the entrenchment, and rather than participate of 
" the ignominy of taking flight with the troops, remained there with 
twoor three officers : he was difarmed, and obliged to furrender him- 
“le ft in ml who knowing, it is probable, the 









6 heap, Spamnintey astro isa erway by the tite ef his 
to ‘Ariancopang. 

The fame day a large quantity of gunpowder taking fire in the ene~ 
my's battery, blew it up, and near roomen were either killed or di 
: ret rp This difafter ftruck fach a terror amongit 

in the that fome hours after they fet fire to 











Sil fave the expla, iiespoabieiaa allan the! 
ruins: Thus fortunately delivered, the army did not immediately 
proceed to Pondicherry, but remained five days longer at Arianco- 
pang, enaployed in repairing the fort, in which it was determined to 
leave a garrifon; for it was apprehended, that during the fiege a de- 
tachment of the enemy’s troops might again take poffeffion of it, and 
from hence be etiabled to intercept convoys, or harrafs the army. 

The town of Pondicherry was fituated about 70 yards from the 
fea-fhore : its extent within the walls was a little more than a mile 
from north to fouth, and about 1100 yards from eaft to weft: it 
was fortified on the three fides to the land with a wajl and rampart, 
flanked by eleven baftions ; and two half- baftions were at the north | 
and fouth extremities neareft the fea: thefe works were farrounded 
by a ditch, and an imperfeét glacis. The eaftern fide was defended 
by feveral low batteries, capable of mounting 100 pieces of cannon, 
which commanded the road; and within the town was built a cita-_ 
del, too fmall to make a long defence. The greateft part of the ‘i 
ground lying round the town was inclofed, at the diftance of a mile — 5 
from the walls, by a hedge of large aloes and other thorny plants pe- 
culiar to the country, intermixed with great numbers of coco-nut 
and palm-trees, which altogether formed a defence impenctrable to 
cavalry, and of very difficult paflage to infantry: this inclofure began. 
at the north, clofe by the fea-fhore, and continued five miles and a 
half, defcribing a large fegment of a femi-circle, until it joined the ~ 
river of Ariancopang to the fouth, at about a mile and a half from 
the fea-fhore, and.in this part the courfe of the river ferved to com= 
pleat the line of defence. There were five roads leading from the 
town into the adjacent country, and at each of the openings in the 
hedge was built a redoubt mounted with cannon, It is probable that _ 
the hedge, at the fame time that it was intended to be a defence — 
againft fudden incurfions, marked the fimits of the territory conceded 


by the prince of the country to the French, when they firft eftablithed 
a sat Pondicherry; and hence obtained the name of the — 





































welt part of the town, Fas soe 
day to attack the north-weft redoubt of 
















_ was capable of making a defence that would have coft the Englith 
many lives, had they been obliged to ftorm it. The garrifons in all 
the other redoubts were foon after withdrawn. z 
By the advice of the engineers, it was determined to attack the town 
on the north-weft fide ; and, to facilitate the communication between 
the flect and the eatep; ein sere ftationed.to the North of the 


‘diate: goth. of Auguft at salt the army opened ground, at the dif- 
ss of 1500 yards from the walls: by this the engineers fhewed 
felves little {killed in their art; for it is the general practice in 
wees to make the firft parallel within 800 yards of the covered way. 
‘ In the morning‘a detachment .of 150 men, from the trench firft 
4 thrown up, were ordered to lodge themfelves about+100 yards nearer 
ithe town, and being fupplied with working tools, foon covered them- 
felves from ‘the fire of the enemy’s cannon. About noon 500 Euro- 
cans and 7oo Sepoys fallied fronr the town under the command of 
dis, and attacked both trenches at the fame time: they were re~ 
at both, and loft 100 men, and feven officers; amongit the latter 
r commander Paradis. Enfign Clive diftinguithed himfelf with 
! ! much gallantry i in the defence of the advanced trench ; of which we 
; not repeat the defcription publifhed in our firft edition of this work, 
le we are informed, that that defeription is very erroneous. 

The approaches were continued, Pa iuimsupaneee md 
Digs pebees ‘Two batteries. of 
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was defeated, and the cannon taken. Some troops were fent imme- 
diately to recover them ; but could not come up before the enemy 
bad conveyed them under fhelter of the ramparts. 

After much hard labour the trenches were advanced within 800. 
yards of the walls, when it was found impoffible to carry them om any 
nearer ; for a large morafs extended itfelf before this part of the town,, 
and the French had preferved a back water, with which they over= _ 
flowed not only the morafs, but likewife all the ground lying between. 
the trenches and the foot of the glacis. During the aproaches, and the 
conftruction of the batteries on the edge of the morafs, the enemy kept 
up a conftant fire on the working parties, by which many were killed. 

Two batteries were finifhed and began to fire on the 26th of Sep~ 
tember, one of eight, the other of four pieces of cannon, of 18 and: 
24 pounders: a bomb-battery of five large mortars and fifteen royals, — 
and another of fifteen cohorns were likewife erected. The French, _ 
now opened feveral embrafures in the curtain, and began likewife tor 
fire from two or three batteries on the creft of the glacis, infomuch 
that the fire of the befieged was double that of the befiegers.. Mr, 
Bofcawen, willing to employ all the means of annoyance in Ae power,, 
ordered the fhips to batter the town; and before the next morning, 
all the fhips of two tiers had warped within the diftance of 1000 

yards of the walls, the thallownefs of water not permitting them to: 
approach ‘nearer; the cannonading was inceflant, and térrible in. | 
appearance; but of no real effect; for the diftance of the thips, and 
the. motion. of therfea, hindered. the thot from. ftriking fucceflively 
the fame object. The French at firft withdrew a great Sag Fi 
their artillery-men from the land fide, and employed them in firingy 
againtt the thips from the batteries which commanded the tr ‘ie 
perceiving the little damage that the town fuftained from the * ie 
‘the thips, they flackencd their defence. on that fide, and, connie 
tothe land fide with, as.much vigour as before. 
cannonading from the fhips continued until night, 
they had expended 
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¢ § from executing this intention: remaining therefofe in the fame - 
ations, they began early in the morning to cannonade’the town 
atain, from whence they were fire! upon with more vivacity than 
the day before; but at noon the wind changing, the thips'movel! 
further from the thore, and the firing ceafed on both fides, “Only 
two perfons were killed on board the fleet, the one common failor,’ 
the other captain Adams, commander of the Harwich, a 50 gun fhip. 
The French gave out that the fire ftom the fhips had, in the two 
days;done no other execution than that of'killing a poor old Mala- 
___ bar woinan in the ftreet. 
j a3 Pde firé from the batteries continued three days longer, during 
. which that from the town increafed, and difmounted nine pieces of 
| annon. Very little impreffion had been made on the defences, 
Bat - ficknefs prevailed in the camp, the weather likewife had changed, and 
the rainy monfoon was begun three weeks earlier than it ufually fets 
int: a council of war was therefore fummoned on the 3oth of Sep- 
‘tember, who, apprehenfive that the rains, which at, or foon after, their 
irft fetting in generally overflow the whole country, might render the 
al of the cannon and heavy ftores impratticable, and fearing 
Wife that the fhips might be driven off the coaft’by hard gales of 
‘wind, wfanimoufly determined to raife the fiege without delay. 
\ Five days were employed in fhipping the cannon and heavy ftores, 
_ deftroying the batteries, and reimbarking the failors ; and on the 6th 
~ of Oétober the troops began to march to Fort St. David; but halted: 
at ‘Ariancopang, and blew up the ‘fort: the rains had already ren=' 
dered the roads very difficult to be pafled. On.a réview of the army, 
it.was found, that during the fiege there had perifhed in aétion and 
hy ficknetS 757 foldiers, 43 artillery-men, and 265 feamen; in all 
_ 1065 Europeans: very few of the Sepoys were killed, for they had 
been only employed to guard the fkirts of the camp, and had always 
n away on the approach of danger. The French garrifon con- 
of 1800 Europeans, and 3000 Sepoys, of which they-loft 200° 
peans, and about so Sepoys. = 
conc' to : 


































in awe the 

d only of 100 th redaction of als 

caufing the lof of 3 men, together with itwo of heat 

perienced officers, and thereby diftouraging the reft, ftopt the p 

of the whole army ¢ighteen days... When arrived before th 
Mr. Bofcawen, unexperienced in military operations by land, 
in obedience to his inftruétions, on the opinion of the engineers,” 
made a great blunder in carrying on the attacks againft that p H 
the town, to which an infuperable morafs prevented them from ape 
proaching nearer than 800 yards: andeven had there been nomorafs, 
the fituation of the camp to the weftward would have been injudici- : 
oufly chofen, ffince it fubjeéted the tranfporting,of the cannon ‘and 
heavy ftores to a difficult paflage of two or three miles, whichei 
the labour of numbers of failors, and demanded frequent de det 
of foldiers to efcort and defend them from the fallies of the: 
and the foldiers and failors thus employed were taken off from } 
operations of the fiege, which required nothing lefs than the fervice 
of every European inthecamp. The north-fide was the part againft 

» which the attack ought to have been direéted: for the ground in 
front of this fide was found, and would! have permitted the approaches 
to have been carried on to se foot of the glacis, without meeting 






















and ftores, when Soca: from the danger of fallies ; and at 
time have faved the labour and inconveniencies of tran{portin; 
*from a Jong diftance ; for they might have been landed at. the. 
‘itfelf, Very few examples-of gallant fervice were exhibited. 
thefiege, ‘The engineers were utterly unqualified for the enterp 
_ but the artillery-men and officers knew their bufinefs, and al 
: “behaved with refolution ; and Mr. Boffawen him(elf on all o 
ed the fame aétivity and courage which diftinguithed his ¢ 
sc Sebipge 3 but thefe qualities did 1 not ¢ 












“gave as mary demonttrations of joy, as if they had been. relieved 
Pr he gentch calamisen fas Mr. Dupleix fent letters to all — 
the princes of Coromandel, and. even to the Great Mogul himfelf, 
scqusinting shern, that he had repulfed the moft formidable attack 
- been made in India; and he received from them the 
‘compliments on his own prowefs, and on the military cha- 
his. nation :.This indeed was now regarded throughout 
as greatly fuperior to that of the Englith. 
ox yi! 




















HE fquadron, foon after the raifing of the fiege of Pondicl 
left the coaft to avoid the ftormy monfoon : five fhips went 
Achin, and the reft to Trinconomalee; but Mr. Bofcawen himfelf 
remained with the land-forces at Fort St. David. In November 
news arrived, that a ceflation of arms between Great Britain’ and_ 
France had been proclaimed in the preceding April: but Mr. 
cawen was, notwithftanding, inftruéted to remain in Indi 
fhould receive intelligence that the general peace was: f 
the beginning of January 1749, the fquadron returned to Fort | 
David, and about the fame time Mr. Bouvet, with the fame {quadro 
which had eluded Mr. Griffin, came again from Mauritius to Madrafs, 
where he landed a large fum of money, together with 200 foldiers, 
The {word was fheathed, and it depended on the Rosen 
companies to re-aflume in tranquillity their mercantile o 
but the war had brought to Pondicherry and Fort St. 
of troops greatly fuperior to any which either of the two 
hitherto affembled in India; and as if it were impoffible that 
tary force, which feels itfelf capable of enterprizes, fhould 
from attempting them, the two fettlements, :no longer authe rizadita 
fight againft cach other, took the refolution of employing their 
in the contefts of the princes of the country: the Englith with 
is} _ indiferetion, the French with the utmoft ambition. — 
unfortunate-prince, who about feven years 
Tanjore, came to Fort. St. David, and 






the year. 1680, the king of Tanjore, arate 
wwered,biy the king of Tritchingpoly, ‘called th (one 
affiftance, The famous Sevagee, who at that time reigned over 
rar’ the Morattoe nations, fent his brother witha ig army, which 
foon left the king of Tanjore nothing to fear from his enemy, but 
g from thefe free booters; for they made out fo large an 
fexpences, that all thé riches in the kingdom would have 
to diftharge what they demanded = under pretencé- 

colleéting this money, they took pofleffion of the govern- 

id fhortly after the brother of Sevagee- declared himéelf king: 
e. He reigned fix years, and left three'fons. The eldeft, 
, was fyeceeded by LS next brother, Serbogee, and he by the 


wives of their father” Serbogee, was placed on the 

the general concurrence of the principal men in the king- 

ch had fuffered much from the weak adminiftration of Sau- 

The Englith had certainly no right to interfere in his caufe. 

but orm eaee a conceffions to the company in thé king- 
account given of him by the inter- _ 

him to Far and the belief too 
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‘monfoon changed, and the fouthern commenced with a hurricane, 





- 30 mi 
‘The force: sprees for the conqueft of Tanjore 
Evropeans, and 1000 Sepoys, with four field pieces 


in four thips, two of which were of the line. The army, a 
panied by Saujohee, left Fort St David in the latter end of 
on the 13th of April encamped og the bank of the river Val 
which difembogues itfelf at Portonovo. In the evening. the north nS 

















which lafted with fuch violence until four o’clock the next morning, 
that the tents of the Englifh camp were blown into rags, many 
the draught bullocks and -horfes were killed, and all the mili 
flores were fo much damaged, that the army was obliged 
to Portonovo in order to repair the detriments it had faftained. ‘iH 
they were informed that the ftorm had committed much greater \- 
vages at fea: two of the company’s fhips were ftranded betwi e! hy 
Cuddalore and Fort St. David: the Apollo hofpital-thip’ was. loft, 
with all her crew : the Pembroke, a 60 gun hip, which failed on the 
expedition, was wrecked, and only fix of the crew faved : and the 
Namur of 74 guns, in which Admiral Bofcawen hoifted his flag, 
which wasthe fineft thip of her fize belonging t to the navy o 
perithed, with 750 men. Fortunately moft of the other Fest we 
either at Trinconomalee, or in parts of the coaft towhich the 
violence of the hugricane did not extend. 
. The army having repaired its damages, left Portonovo, 2 “ 
ing by the great pagoda of Chilambaram, arrived at the bank ¢ 

el ft arm of the Coleroon. Here Captain Cope, who co 1 

and — refolving to learn the ftate of | 








$ of the nature of the ey, Captain 
fuffigient to profecute the enterprize, and y 
from Fort St, David with 10 Europeans and 500 Soe 
he then croffed the river, which, although a mile.broad, was fordable, 
and, contrary to his expeétation, the army met with little refiftance 
from the enemy whilft they were paffing it; but difficulties increafed 
; eet the road in which they attempted to march led 
ick wood, and the enemy from behind the buthes began 
bod with arrows, and the fire of their matchlocks ; whilft 
of horfe and foot appeared in the circumjacent plains, 
the rear and on the flanks, This being the firft expedition 
/ the Englith troops were engaged againft the forces of an 
prince, the foldiers were-ftruck with no {mall degree of fear, 
g the fuperior numbers of the eiemy with their own; but 
‘their refolution, and fired with fo much 
that they kept the enemy at a diftance, and reftored the 
their own troops, who being ordered to march back, gained 
of the river without confufion, Here the army drew up, 
-pieces fecuring the flanks, and the river the rear. A council 
as held to deliberate whether they thould proceed, or wait 
¢ favourable advices than thofe hitherto received out of 
country; but whilft the council were fitting, a meffen- 
al with netfee orders from Mr. Bekewen to continug 














































wey? 
‘Ais aiddesch oF ten miles the troops halted, late int 
mile to the ealtward of Devi-Cotah : where they neither f 
received intelligence of the fhips; for not a man of 
ventured near the army; and the lownefs of the ground, 
with the thick woods that covered it, prevented the fhips fror 
difcoyered, although they were at anchor near the mouth of the river, | 

within four miles of the camp. 
The army, relying on the fhips, had brought no more pear 


terred, by the numbers of the enemy, from fending detach 
procure any; at the fame time they were without battering c 
Under thefe inconveniencies there appeared no means of | 
the fort, excepting’ by a fudden affault, and the walls were too 
-to be eafily efcaladed. Some propofed to advance the =< oe ) 
the night, and batter down the gates; which indéed was the only 
ble method of attack ; but being deemed too defperat itwas His 
determined to endeavour to terrify the enemy by bombar ig 
place with cohorns. Shells were thrown until the mor. 
the fire ceafed until the next night: and before the next a 
the fhells were expended, without having done any 
fort, or made any impreffion on the minds of the Tt was 
rif * 
Daring a i f 


therefore refolved to retreat without delay. 
Be ag lg age 3 road it came. 
the country was covered with woods, from which the , 
ee a of the line, not only with mufquetry, but 









rapidly, “The Coolies,who carried th 
Zcaze, mafthed before the troops, and as fo 
the bank of the rivulet, were fired upon with great 
‘thickors. Timorous, as are all the lower cafts of In they 
plunged into the ftream, which was feven or eight: Ketilate, and — 
_ prefling upon one another with outcries and confufion, loft by their 
fears the firength neceffary to fave ‘themfelvcs, and’in lef than a 
‘of an hour 400 of the poor wretches were drowned. The 
“fpeGators of this difafter; halted, and fired to diflodge the 
until the tide had ebbed fafficiently ; when they paffed the 
hout interruption, and continuing their fetreat unmolefted, 
Chilambarum late at night, much fatigued with the fkir- 
they faftained, and with a march of 15 miles: the next 
day they returned to Fort St. David. 
he intelligence gained during this expedition, convinced every 
Saujohee was'deftitute of abettors amongft his 
; neverthelefs determined to continue 
h bt snr not now proceed fo much from the in= 
\johee, as from the defire of wiping out, by fortit 
Wing retreated before the arms of an Indian 
of making fome acquifitions to compenfate 
had ‘already been incurred. The fort of Devi 
s country, in which manufaétures of lin 
ny's trade are fabricated; and the neigh- 
he moft fertile part of the coatt | g 
























P5 Ss even. fie ether wlvattagee 1 

The whole body of the company’s troops, amountin ie) 
lery-men to 800 Europeans, together with 1500 Sepoy’, ia or 
dered on the expedition, under the command of major ‘Lawrence. 
From the difficultits already experienced in approaching : 
by land, it was determined that the army fhould now proces by fea: 
the Europeans, with the artillery and baggage, were embarked-on 
board fix thips, three of the line and three belonging to the company, 
and the Sepoys accompanied the thips in large boats, wfed by the peo- 
ple of Coromandel to carry on their traffick. along the coaft, Th : 
fels arrived at the fame mouth of the Coleroon where the ff 
former expedition had anchored; and the troops and ftores 
boats up the arm of the river which led to Devi-Cotah, and were — 
landed on the oppofite hore, from which it was determined to batter 
the forty becaufe the ground on the other gde was marfhy and covered 
¥ woods, and ihe king of Tanjore’s army was encamped under 

¢ walls. 

The fort was about a mile in tircumference, haying fix. 
fides ; and the walls were about 18 feet high, built with bricks, the 
mafonry of which was in moft parts broad enough to form a rampart, _ 4 
without any addition of earth: and were flanked at unequal diftanc 4 
by projeéting towers, fome of which were circular, and others f 
The Englith fired acyofs the river obliquely upon the eaftern fide 
the fort from four 24 pounders, which in three days made ; a. rac 
ticable breach, The enemy did not return the fire, nor 
pie mt fo but employed themfelves in cai " , 

Engl bank of the river soos the fide of fre my 























avery hazardous enterprize: the fame ci 1 € 
the raft, offered to execute this fervice likewifé, and in the fh ofa’ 
very dark night fam over theriver, carrying the end of a rope with 
him, which he faftened to the.root of a large tree v ‘a few yards of 
ie enemy's advanced guards, by whom he: was not difcovered. 

was ai water, that the: enemy might not perceive 

5 ‘the.afternoon, the firft detachment of 

th three field pieces, embarked upon the raft ; at 
‘time the four pieces of battering cannon, with fix field 
began to fire with great vivatity upon the oppofite thickets, 

r the Tanjorines ‘from approaching the. bank near enough to 
iftover the rope. They were fo much farprized at'this new and un- 
approach, that, fortunately, none of them guefled 

performed The walls and towers of the 

n uultitudes, who, as well as thofe under cover 

pickets, fired’ irregularly, but without intermiffion, from their 
vat ks 5 but the ror eteg although 1 much gis refrained « 


diflodge the Tanjorines patted in the 
they were fired upon, and took thel- 
behi ind” ‘the projections | 





this fervice, who were to be eae by nist 
‘the entrenchment fhould be Eide The Euro 


oa oe this ate -which left the rear of ae Eee exp 
sa number of horfe were concealed along the fou 
between the projections of the towers; the neareft of w! 
mo than forty yards from ‘that part of the ee 
; Clive was preparing to attack, Juftas h 
their mufkets to fire, a party 
i e tower, and by a 
the exsellece both of the horfes and the 
vith for much impetuofity, that 





